
PROPOSED  
COMMUNITY COMPOSTING 

DRAFT BYLAW CHANGE 
Presented by the Sustainability Committee



TIMELINE
June 2019

➤ Sustainability Committee formally established by BOS
July 2019 

➤ First Meeting, Community Composting identified as a priority.
➤ Begin working with Town Planner to research and gather feedback from 

other communities with municipal compost sites and draft proposed bylaw 
language.

August 2019
➤ Compost Poll published and shared with residents. (ongoing)

September 2019
➤ Sustainability Committee, Town Planner and Health Agent attend MassDEP 

regional composting seminar.
November 2019

➤ Sustainability Committee attends MassDEP Compost Facility Tour.
February 2020

➤ Present committee update and Community Composting project to the BOS
Date TBD

➤ Town Meeting vote on proposed language change
➤ Apply for MassDEP Organics Capacity Grant ($250,000) to develop the site.



WHAT WE’VE LEARNED
➤ Tyngsborough generates 2251+ pounds 

of trash per household every year  

➤ MassDEP estimates that 31% of 
household discards could be diverted for 
composting. 

➤ Yard debris and grass clippings were 
often found blocking catch basins and 
culverts during storm water mapping for 
MS4 permitting process.  

➤ Residents often frustrated by the limited 
dates for yard waste collection. 

➤ Based on our compost poll, approx. 75% 
of respondents interested in exploring 
options for yard waste and/or food waste 
composting opportunities.  

➤ 171 municipal compost sites and 49 sites 
accepting diverted food waste in MA

Photo: Black Earth Compost truck at Manchester municipal compost site.



ENCOURAGE ORGANICS DIVERSION
➤ Proposal would clearly define what composting should 

look like at all scales 
➤ Backyard, School/Community Gardens and Small-scale commercial 

facilities (very large operations are excluded) 

➤ Organics diversion is eco-friendly and could reduce trash tipping fess 
by $80,000+ per year. 

➤ Establish a Town Community Compost Site 
➤ Create a new town service for the benefit of Tyngsborough residents. 

➤ Apply for MassDEP Organics Capacity Grant to develop the site (up to 
$250,000) 

➤ Public-Private partnership to manage day-to-day operations of the site.





BENEFITS
➤ Backyard Composting 

➤ On-site diversion of organic materials. 

➤ Immediate reduction in tipping fees. 

➤ Town Community Composting 
➤ Increased access to yard waste disposal 

(including drop off). 

➤ Finished Compost and other high value 
organic materials made available to 
residents. 

➤ Reduction of $80K+ per year in trash 
tipping fees. 

➤ Up to $250,000 in Organics Capacity grants 
available through MassDEP to develop the 
site, as well as up to $4200 in additional 
yearly RDP funding for new waste reduction 
projects.
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