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Board of Selectmen Meeting Notice 
Monday, May 4, 2015 at 6:00 P.M.   

Community Room, Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
The listing of matters are those reasonable anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the 
meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed, and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
 

1. 6:00 PM  Open Meeting/Pledge of Allegiance/Board Introduction/Read Agenda 
 

2. Old Business 
A. Senior Center – Update or Accept 
 

3. Citizen/Business Time  
Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address 
the Selectmen during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not 
contacted the Office of the Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on 
matters of interest to the public for not more than five (5) minutes. 

 
4. 6:30 PM Joint Meeting with Finance Committee 

A. Capital Asset Committee – Recommendation 
B. Fiscal Year 2016 Budget – Review 
C. Annual and Special Town Meeting Warrant – Review 

 
5. Old Business continued 

A. Updates – Roads and other projects 
 

6. Correspondence 
 

7. Review of Weekly Warrants 
 

8. Selectmen’s Reports 
 

9. Adjournment 
 
 
 
Future Meetings 
Monday, May 18, 2015 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
Monday, June 1, 2015 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
Monday, June 15, 2015 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
 
Annual Town Meeting: Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at 7:00p.m., Tyngsborough Elementary School 205 
Westford Road. 
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes  APPROVED 
Monday, May 4, 2015 at 6:00 P.M.   

Community Room, Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
Members Present:  Selectman Robert Jackson, Selectman Rick Reault, Selectwoman Karyn Puleo, 
Selectman Corliss Lambert, Selectman William Gramer.   
Staff Present: Town Administrator Curt Bellavance, Assistant Town Administrator Nina Nazarian, 
Admin Assistant Therese Gay.  
Also present: Finance Coordinator/Town Treasurer, Kerry Colburn-Dion and Town Accountant 
Catherine Gabriel. 
The listing of matters are those reasonable anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the 
meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed, and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law.  “The following meeting is being recorded and will be aired on our 
local cable access channels on Comcast and Verizon FIOS.  A recording of this meeting will also be available 
for viewing on our town’s website - tyngsboroughma dot gov.  Also, after instruction from the State Fire 
Marshall and the Tyngsborough Fire Chief, in the event of an emergency, there is an exit to my left and 
directly across from me, along the back wall.”    
 

1. 6:00 PM  Open Meeting/Pledge of Allegiance/Board Introduction/Read Agenda 
The Chair opened the meeting followed by the Pledge of Allegiance; the introduction of the Board, 
and the reading of the Agenda by Selectwoman Puleo. 
 

2. Old Business 
A. Senior Center – Update or Accept 

The Board discussed with Town Counsel what the necessary were to accept the Senior Center 
Building.  The letter from the Developer needs to be signed, the access easement and the deed to be 
recorded, have the MLC complete and the Title search is complete and will have the answer within a 
day or two.  Selectman Lambert did meet with Mr. Finnegan and has reviewed the punch list items 
and some of the items were completed and is working on the remaining items.  The Board discussed 
surety that the project would be completed and hold back the IRS form 8283 and will sign when all 
of the work is completed.  Town Counsel is fine with the Board’s decision to accept. 
The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Lambert to accept 
the conveyance of the Senior Center located at 169 Westford Road, Tyngsborough, MA (Assessors 
Map 15 13A 0) from Tyngsboro Partners, LLC, pursuant to Article 6 of the February 10, 2015 
Special Town Meeting, to authorize the Chairman to enter into an Agreement Tyngsboro Partners, 
LLC which outlines the remaining work and information to be provided by Tyngsboro Partners, LLC 
and survives the acceptance and recordation of the deed and access easement, to authorize the 
Finance Coordinator/Treasurer to sign the HUD or like statement at the completion of the punch 
list items, to record a deed with the access easement which has been reviewed by and acceptable to 
Town counsel, and to record the Approval Not Required signed by the Zoning Board of Appeals on 
February 12, 2015.  
 

3. Citizen/Business Time – No one came forward this evening. 
Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address the Selectmen 
during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not contacted the Office of the 
Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on matters of interest to the public for not more 
than five (5) minutes. 
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4. 6:30 PM Joint Meeting with Finance Committee 

The Finance Committee joined the meeting at 6:55 PM, Member present are Darryl Wickens, Burt 
Buchman, Paul Morin and Eric Sondhi.  Member absent: Scott Hammer, and left the meeting at 
8:45 PM. At the conclusion of the ATM and STM Warrant review. 

A. Capital Asset Committee – Recommendation - For Discussion Only 
Selectwoman Puleo presented a draft only, pending CAMC review of the Capital Asset Management 
Committee’s FY 2016’s recommendation.  The Capital Asset Management Committee (CAMC) 
reviewed each of the items presented to the CAMC for FY16.  Due to limited funding, Departments 
were also asked to prioritize their department’s most pressing needs.  The Committee in making its’ 
recommendations, although funds are limited, the Committee also gave consideration to each 
capital request with respect to the overall 5-year capital management plan.  The Capital Asset 
Management Committee makes the following recommendations for FY 16:  1) Fire – Replace Fire Station 2, 
not recommended based on available funds and with discussion with the Fire Chief; 2) Fire-Replace Pick-up 
Truck, recommending funding $35,000 by CAMC via 5 year borrowing plan; 3) Highway-6-Wheel Dump with 
Plow and Sander, recommended for funding by CAMC, funded by a) $40,000 funded via 5 year borrowing for 
plow and sander and b) $130,000 funded by Chapter 90 funds; 4) Highway- 6-Wheel Dump with Plow and 
Sander, not recommended for FY 16 based on funds available, the Committee is delaying till FY17;  5) 
Highway-Fuel Control System, recommended for funding ($30,000) by CAMC via 5-year borrowing plan; 6) 
Highway-3/4 town Truck with Plow, not being recommended in FY16 based on funds available, delaying the 
request to FY17;  6) Police-Information Technology (IT) Upgrade, recommends funding (10,000) in FY15 via 
transfer from existing available funds;  8) Police-Digital IT Scanner, requests 9$23,000) to be funded through 
$21,900 grant recently awarded to the Tyngsborough Police Department by the Department of Justice;  9) 
Board of Selectmen- Frost/Norris Traffic Signal, request to be funded through available Chapter 90 Funds;  
10)Board of Selectmen-Building Department Software, recommends funding ($10,000) in FY15 via transfer 
from existing available funds; 11&12) Board of Selectmen – Town Offices Carpet/Walls/Doors, the CAMC 
recommends funding this through the 5 year borrowing plan; funds will be combined for overall Town Hall 
Maintenance and Security and additional funds available from FY15 allocation;  13) Tax Collector-Financial 
Software, CAMC recommends for funding ($35,000 in FY15. To be funded partly through existing account and 
available funds for Financial Software Replacement in Fund 301($16,987) remaining funds via 5 year 
borrowing plan ($18,013); 4) COA-Senior Center Equipment (Snow Blower & Shed) CAMC recommends for 
funding ($10,000) in FY 15 using existing FY15 available funds;  15) Recreation-New Carpet for Recreation 
Building, CAMC recommends for funding ($6,600) via Recreation Revolving Fund;  16) CAMC recommends 
funding items through Sewer Enterprise Funds with the exception of the debt for Phase 1 West to be funded 
at no additional cost to the general fund;   17) School Department-THS Roof/Boiler, CAMC recommends 
funding via a prop 21/2 debt exclusion, reimbursement from state is $52.89% of eligible, approved cost, as 
determined by the MSBA;  18) School Department-THS Remove Modules, CAMC not recommending in FY16 
based on funds available;  19) School Department-Security Upgrades, CAMC recommends funding ($21,900 
via 5 year borrowing plan and additional funds available from FY15 allocation;  20) School Department-
Technology Replacement, CAMC recommends funding ($50,000) via 5 year borrowing plan;  21) School 
Department-TPS Furniture Replacement, is recommended for funding ($25,000) by CAMC via 5 year 
borrowing plan;  22) School Department-Custodial/Maintenance Replacement, Not being recommend in FY16 
based on funds available;  23) School Department-Paving, based on funds available, this item is not being 
recommended in FY16;  24) School Department-Asbestos Abatement, is not being funded for FY16 based on 
funds available, there is no risk to the students, MSBA will not cover the costs the item is preparation for 
future renovation of TMS.  Selectwoman Puleo briefly spoke on the current balances of the Stabilization and 
related funds, additional recommendation and the Stabilization fund for debt and debt assessments.  The 
CAMC will be meeting later this week to review and vote on the recommendation.  The recommendations 
for borrowing as the present borrowing ends leaving funds for borrowing.  Question on why new 
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rugs in a building that could possibly be unoccupied.  The rugs at the town offices are a safety 
issues, and the Board is waiting for the final town building use report. 

B. Fiscal Year 2016 Budget – Review 
The Administrator reviewed the FY 16 budget recommendations, the Town will carry the full snow 
and ice deficit forward.  Using the principal that a split of revenues will be allocated to General 
Government and the School Department, the allocation after removing fixed cost was outlined.  The 
total general revenue is $37,350,929.  The FY 16 revenue share after adjustments and benefits is 
Municipal $7,268,916 and the School $18,523,769 for a total of $25,792,685.  Recommendation 
use for Free Cash is based on input from the financial team and Free Cash Policy and the Capital 
Asset Management Committee and their recommended plan.  FY2016 Revenue/Expenditures 
Budget Summary of general government and educational expenses, debt and other expenses.  Real 
estate and personal property taxes, Tate Aid and other revenues as well.  Reviewed the outlining 
budget request for FY16 Level Service as well as the proposed “Above Level Service” requests made 
by government departments.  The Financial Team continues to work with the budget numbers to 
bring a balance budget to Town Meeting.  FEMA is meeting tomorrow review what is reimbursable   
The Treasurer and the Accountant will be attending the meeting and will review the information 
with the Administrator and the Board.  Selectman Reault would like to see the stipends be included 
in the budget, there is no opposition but what is the funding source, one venue came to mine and 
that is the sale of surplus vehicles.  The Board favors the inclusion of a stipend for elected officials 
but would like to see it incorporated in the following year budget and would like to see a report of 
what other communities play their elected officials.   
The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo to support the draft budget form as 
presented. 
The Finance Committee voted 4-0-0 on a motion by Member Sonhdi, second by Member Morin to 
support the budget process and go forward. 

C. Annual and Special Town Meeting Warrant – Review 
The Administrator reviewed the Annual and Special Town Meeting Articles, Article 6 to fund the 
Town Collector and Town Clerk raises as stated in the Request Column and show town Collector 
$65,663 raise and Town Clerk $59,242 as requested.  Articles 9, 10, 11, and 12 have been updated 
Article 9 the amounts transferred from Free Cash to the Stabilization Fund, Capital Asset 
Stabilization Fund, Other Post Employment Liability Benefits Fund.  Article 14 is the CAMC draft 
report recommendations for borrowing, Article 15 waiting for the Sewer Commission to meet review 
and give the final numbers.  Article 16 accepts the betterment provisions and 17 Sewer Commission 
will be meeting next week on the Phase 1 sewer project.  Article 27 is for the participation in the 
electricity aggregations, Article 26 is to authorize the Town Administrator to sign the weekly 
warrants.  Article 28 to enter into a payment in lieu of taxes agreement.  Article 30 is a citizen 
petition for extending the water line to the end of Bryants Lane to a private resident, the article was 
passed on to the Tyngsborough Water District for their review and comments.  When the Board 
voted to set the ATM for June 2 the deadline for warrant submission was extended, Article 36 was 
submitted at that time by the Town Clerk.   The Special Town Meeting Warrant is mostly monetary 
in content. 
The Selectmen discussed the posting of meeting minutes on the town’s website.  There are at least 7 
Departments that do not post their minutes, maybe needs to get language to compel the Boards and 
Commissions to post their minutes.  An update from the Administrator that there are many variable 
on the producing of minutes, will focus on the main Boards and Commissions and will work with 
the other boards and committees as time goes on.  Selectman Gramer is willing to assist the 
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committees who do not have secretaries which leaves the volunteer members to process the 
minutes.  At the next Board meeting would like to see a template for minutes, and write an article.  
The Board discussed briefly the Town Collector’s position would like to see the position be 
appointed.   
The Board voted 4-1-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Gramer to bring 
forth the same warrant article that was on the ATM of 2014 to change the Town Collector position 
from elected to appointed.    Selectman Lambert voted nay on the motion.   
  

5. Old Business continued 
A. Updates – Roads and other projects 

The Assistant Town Administrator updated the Board on the projects and funding from Chapter 90 
for FY 16 on the five year capital plan.  FY16 review on placing Bryants Lane for sidewalk was not 
accepted.   Chapter 90 funds for two items, the Engineering study for Sherburne Avenue and 
materials for preventative maintenance of roads.  Every year the Highway Dept. procures for 
materials to maintain the town roads.  The Sherburne Avenue project will be discussed at the next 
Selectmen’s meeting, a proposed agreement with the engineer will be the first phase to get on the 
TIPS program and substantial data material is needed.  There are many steps to take for this 10 
million dollars project, the Town must follow all the State requirements necessary.  We could do it 
for less but it would not be a quality job.  The Highway Forman and the Assistant discussed the 
proposal and found that there is not enough time to do it in house. 
   

6. Correspondence 
The Board voted on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman Reault to accept the 14 
pieces of correspondence as presented. 
The Board received a letter of interest to serve on the COA as a Board Member.  A Letter from a 
resident re the Lakeview Ave and Coburn Road project citing the need for a second crosswalk.  And 
a letter from the part-time media associate tending his/her resignation.   
 
The Administrator informed the Board of the Media Associate position vacancy. Mr. Patrick Snow 
has resigned his position with the Town.  The Administrator is looking to advertise and fill the 
position. The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman Reault to 
fill the vacant position of Media Associate and advertise for a new part-time, non-benefitted position 
that will work up to 18 hours per week as needed at an hourly wage of $15.00. 
 

7. Review of Weekly Warrants 
The Administrator read the following weekly warrants: Warrant #44P for $819,492.17 on 5/4/2015; 
Warrant #44S (332) for $21,400.00 on 5/4/2014; Warrant #44S for 274,515.989 on 5/4/2015; 
Warrant #44B for $63,938.96 on 5/4/2015. 
 

8. Selectmen’s Reports 
The Board members took this opportunity to thank Selectwoman Puleo for her years of service and 
her dedication to the Town.  Ms. Puleo served on the School board and on many sub-committees 
with professionalism.  Ms. Puleo was a good person to work with and a good friend, you will be 
missed.  Thank you Karyn for giving of your time as a friend and professional.  Selectwoman Puleo 
said that it feels right, feels good and loves what he does, it is her pleasure to serve the Town and 
working with all of the Boards and committees. 
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9. Adjournment 

The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman Reault, to adjourn 
the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted     Approved on: Monday May 18, 2015 
 
 
Therese Gay 
Admin Assistant 
 
 
 



 Correspondence - Monday May 4, 2015

           Date                        Author                          Subject      In Packet?

4/23/2015 National Grid Treatment of summer selective foliage 5/4/2015
4/27/2015 Mass DOT Notice to Proceed WRAP 5/4/2014
4/27/2015 ABCC Revverse of Prior Decision 5/4/2015
4/29/2015 Resident Letter of Interest to serve on the COA 5/4/2015
4/30/2015 Residents' Letter Re the Lakeview/Coburn Intersection 5/4/2015
4/29/2015 School Committee Meeting Minutes 5/4/2015
4/30/2015 COA Newsletter 5/4/2015
4/30/2015 Murphy Hesse labor and Employment Alert 5/4/2015
4/27/2015 Verizon Annual Filing of Financial Statement 5/4/2015
4/30/2015 Comcast Annual Filing of Financial Statement 5/4/2015
4/29/2015 SMART Re the safety of animals 5/4/2015

(11 pieces of correspondence or 56 pages)
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