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Board of Selectmen Meeting Notice/Revised 3-13-15 
Monday, March 16, 2015 at 7:00 P.M.   

Community Room, Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
The listing of matters are those reasonable anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the 
meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed, and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
 
 

1. 7:00 PM  Open Meeting/Pledge of Allegiance/Board Introduction/Read Agenda 
 
 

2. Old Business 
A. Adams Barn update 

 
 

3. 7:05 PM Joint Budget Hearing #1 (with Finance Committee) 
A. Recreation 
B. Tax Collector 
C. Town Clerk 
D. Highway Department 
E. Police Department 
F. Town Administrator 

1. Information Technology 
2. Engineering 

 
4. Citizen/Business Time 

Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address the 
Selectmen during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not contacted the 
Office of the Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on matters of interest to the 
public for not more than five (5) minutes. 
 
 

5. Adjournment 
 
 
Future Meetings 
Monday, March 23, 2015 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
Monday, March 30 2015 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes  APPROVED 
Monday, March 16, 2015 at 7:00 P.M.   

Community Room, Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
Members Present:  Selectman Robert Jackson, Selectman Rick Reault, Selectwoman Karyn Puleo, 
Selectman Corliss Lambert, Selectman William Gramer.   
Staff Present: Town Administrator Curt Bellavance, Finance Coordinator/Treasurer Kerry Colburn-
Dion, and Admin Assistant Therese Gay.  
The Finance Committee Members Present: Darryl Wickens, Burt Buchman, Paul Morin, Scott 
Hammer, and Eric Sondhi 
The listing of matters are those reasonable anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the 
meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed, and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law.  “The following meeting is being recorded and will be aired on our 
local cable access channels on Comcast and Verizon FIOS.  A recording of this meeting will also be available 
for viewing on our town’s website - tyngsboroughma dot gov.  Also, after instruction from the State Fire 
Marshall and the Tyngsborough Fire Chief, in the event of an emergency, there is an exit to my left and 
directly across from me, along the back wall.”    
 

1. 7:00 PM  Open Meeting/Pledge of Allegiance/Board Introduction/Read Agenda 
The Chair opened the meeting followed by the Pledge of Allegiance; the introduction of the Boards, 
and the reading of the Agenda by Selectwoman Puleo. 
 

2. Old Business 
A. Adams Barn update 

There was no additional information available to discussion this evening.  The Board has reschedule 
this item to the next scheduled meeting. 
 

3. 7:05 PM Joint Budget Hearing #1 (with Finance Committee) 
The Board of Selectmen, Members of the Finance Committee, and the Finance Coordinator/Town 
Treasurer met to hear the following Department’s budget presentation.  These presentation this 
evening are fact finding in nature, of the needs of the department to increase funds to continue 
functioning at level service.  Some of the departments can work from within their budgets.  The 
Departments before the Board this evening are asking for additional funds and are in attendance to 
present and answer any questions. 

A. Recreation 
The Board welcomed Ms. Alison Page and thanked her for attending this evening.  Ms. Page gave a 
brief presentation of the Recreation Department’s budget, outlining where the increase in cost is in 
the maintaining the fields and the increase in utilities.  The Recreation Dept. plan for the upkeep 
through fees, and fund raisers.  The Bicentennial Field complex is an inter-municipal agreement 
between the town and school, the school custodians assist in the maintenance. 

B. Tax Collector 
The Board thanked the Town Collector for attending tonight, Mr. Spickler presented his budget with 
the noted increases on Form B to reflect the vacation and sick time buy back for when the Collector 
retires.  There was a brief discussion on the benefits and how they are administered when it is an 
elected official vs. an employee.  The elected official’s stipend is voted on by Town Meeting body, if 
there is a compensation the Town Meeting also votes on the compensation.   The discussions veered 
from the original topic of budgets and touched upon the change of government to appoint a Tax 



 
TOWN OF TYNGSBOROUGH 

Office of the Board of Selectmen 
Town Offices 

25 Bryants Lane 
Tyngsborough, MA 01879 

Tel: (978) 649-2300 Ext. 100 | Fax: (978) 649-2320 
 

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes - March 16, 2015            Page 2 of 3 
 

Collector vs. an elected Tax Collector, some members agree a change would benefit the town and 
would eliminate the need to vote on salary/stipend/compensation, while others agree that the 
elected position is just fin, the Chair asked that everyone stays with the budgets for this evening’s 
forum, the Chair called for a recess. 
7:43 PM the Chairman called for a brief recess. 
7:45 PM the Meeting resumed. The Chair welcomed everyone back, the Board went to a recess for 
a brief clarification from the Board. 
Discussion – the retirement funding will be set separately as this is not a budgetary item.  The 
funding for retirement is in a designated line item.  To clarify what is being discussed this evening, 
this year the budgets were prepared as a level service and the From B being discussed this evening 
is above the level service.  

C. Town Clerk 
This budget has been deferred to the next schedule budget session.   

D. Highway Department 
The Board welcomed Mr. James Hustins, Highway Senior Working Foreman, and thanked him for 
attending this evening. Mr. Hustins presented the increase in his budget to offset the increases in 
utility costs and is asking for an additional person increasing the department’s staffing.  The two 
items that show a high cost are contractual as the Dept. is unionized.  

E. Police Department 
The Board welcomed Chief Howe, Deputy Chronopoulos, and Ms. Kim Morrison, Admin Assist. And 
them for attending this evenings forum.  The Chief is asking for additional funds to cover the rising 
cost of utilities and is asking for money to hire two full time officers and extra money to cover the 
training.  The Chief stated there is a safety issue with the under staffing of the department and with 
the over-time costs associated with covering officers that are off due to injuries and/or training. 

F. Town Administrator 
1. Information Technology 

The Town Administrator presented the IT budget and identified the increases as the need to provide 
on-site support; and to provide for IT support for low and mid-level IT requests for all workstations 
in the Town Hall, Library, Highway Department, Fire 1, and COA.  One changes but not an extra 
cost is shown as moving funds from the Selectmen’s account into IT to pay for software for the 
Electrical Charging Stations at the Highway Dept. and the Town Hall. 

2. Engineering 
The Town Administrator presented the Engineering Account’s need for additional funding for 
assessment and designs for culvert replacements. 
 

4. Citizen/Business Time – No one came forward this evening. 
Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address the 
Selectmen during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not contacted the 
Office of the Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on matters of interest to the 
public for not more than five (5) minutes. 

 
5. Adjournment 

The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman Reault to adjourn 
the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
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      Approved on Monday, April 13, 2015 
Therese Gay 
Admin Assistant 
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