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        Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes    APPROVED 
Monday, February 10, 2014 at 6:00 P.M.   

Community Room, Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
Members Present:  Selectman Rick Reault, Selectwoman Karyn Puleo, Selectman Robert Jackson, 
Selectman Allen Curseaden, Selectman Corliss Lambert.  
Staff Present: Town Administrator Michael Gilleberto, Assist Town Administrator Nina Nazarian and 
Admin Assistant Therese Gay.  

 
The listing of matters are those reasonable anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the 
meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed, and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law. “Chairman Puleo read the following: “The following meeting is being 
recorded and broadcast through our local cable access channels on Comcast and Verizon FIOS.  A recording 
of this meeting will also be available for viewing on our town’s website - tyngsboroughma dot gov.  Also, after 
instruction from the State Fire Marshall and the Tyngsborough Fire Chief, in the event of an emergency, there 
is an exit to my left and directly across from me, along the back wall.”   
 

1. 6:00 PM Open Meeting/Pledge of Allegiance/Board Introduction/Read Agenda 
The Chair opened the meeting followed by the Pledge of Allegiance; the introduction of the Board 
and the reading of the Agenda by Selectman Reault. 
 

2. Meeting Minutes  
A. Regular Session Meeting Minutes for Review/Approval 

1. Monday, January 27, 2014 
The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson, to approve 
the Minutes of Monday, January 27, 2014.  

B. Executive Session Meeting Minutes for Review / Approval / Not Release 
1. Monday, January 27, 2014 

The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson, to approve 
but not release the Executive Session Minutes of Monday, January 27, 2014. 
 

3. 6:10 PM Three Middlesex Tyngsboro, DBA Dream Diner – Weekday  
Entertainment License Hearing 

The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson to open the 
hearing. 
Ms. Shanahan was before the Board to request an Entertainment License to allow Ms. Shanahan to 
host Car Shows, Cruise Night and Hula Hoop Night at the Dream Diner.  The Administrator 
reviewed the parking plan suggested by the Chief of Police with Ms. Shanahan and Ms. Shanahan 
had no issues with the plan and was amenable to the suggestion and will relocate the Hula Hoop 
activity to the designated area.   And will add the radio/stereo to the entertainment license. 
The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson to close the 
hearing. 
The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson, to approve 
the license as amended to reflect the with the site plan as suggested by the Chief of Police and add 
radio/stereo to the license application.   
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4. Citizen/Business Time – No one came forward. 
Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address the 
Selectmen during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not contacted the 
Office of the Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on matters of interest to the 
public for not more than five (5) minutes. 

 
5. New Business 

A. Right of First Refusal - 81 Westford Road, Map 21, Parcel 4, Lot 0 (M.G.L. Chapter 
61B) 

The Board received Notice of Intent to Covert Use of a parcel owned by the Tyngsboro Sportsmen’s 
Club, Inc. for the construction of two structures to be developed on the site.  The FMP Realty Trust 
has received all of the various Board approvals from the Town for the actual development of this 
site.  As part of the financial closing the bank is requiring a letter from the Board of Selectmen 
through the Town Administrator acknowledging the town’s waiver of its right of first refusal to 
purchase the property under chapter 61B.  The Board discussed their options and voted 5-0-0 on a 
motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson to not exercise its right of first refusal to 
purchase the 2 acre site at 81 Westford Road, on Assessors Map 21, Parcel 4, Lot 0 (M.G.L. Chapter 
61B) owned by the Tyngsoro Sportsmen’s Club.   

B. School Committee – Review/Approve Massachusetts School Building Authority 
Statements of Intent 

The School Committee has submitted the Board with two draft copies of Statements of Interest for 
two Massachusetts School Building Authority Projects.  The first project is for the 
renovation/addition at the Tyngsborough Middle School and the second is for the roof and boiler 
repair at the Tyngsborough High School.  The School Committee Members present were Hillarie 
Wennerstrom and Paul Mitchell as well as the Superintendent Don Ciampa and Maintenance 
Director George Trearchis.   Ms. Winnerstrom presented the two school project the Committee is 
submitting to the MSBA for consideration.   
The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Lambert, having 
convened in an open meeting on February 4, 2014, prior to the closing date, the Tyngsborough 
Board of Selectmen in accordance with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize 
the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of 
Interest dated February 4, 2014 for the Tyngsborough High School located at 36 Norris Road, 
Tyngsborough, MA which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority 
category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority in the future for the repair and/or replacement of windows, roof and/or boilers in an 
otherwise structurally sound facility under the Accelerated Repair Program; and hereby further 
specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, 
the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority, or commits the City/Town/Regional School Districts to filing an application for funding 
with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 
The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson having 
convened in an open meeting on February 10, 2014, prior to the closing date, the Tyngsborough 
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Board of Selectmen, in accordance with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize 
the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of 
interest dated February 4, 2014 for the Tyngsborough Middle School located at 50 Norris Road, 
Tyngsborough, MA which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority 
category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority in the future for replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems such 
as roofs, windows, boilers, and heating and ventilation systems to increased energy conservation 
and decrease related costs in a school facility; and hereby further specifically acknowledges that by 
submitting this State of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way 
guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or commits the 
City/Town/Regional School District to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority.    The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by 
Selectman Jackson to allow the Chair the sign the documents for the Board of Selectmen. 
 

6. 7:00 PM Joint Budget Hearing #1 (with Finance Committee) 
(Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator, Police Department, Fire 
Department, Highway Department, and Tree Warden) 

The Members of the Finance Committee, already in session, Members Daryl Wickens, Scott 
Hammer and Paul Morin, joined the Selectmen’s meeting to review the budgets of the Board of 
Selectmen, Town Administrator, Police Department, Fire Department, Highway Department, and 
Tree Warden.  The Highway Forman Jim Hustins and Sue Silvia, Administrative Assistant for the 
Highway budget; followed by Doug Latulippe, the Tree Warden, the Board of Fire Engineers, Art 
Michaud, Chief Madden and James Doster for the Fire Department’s budget and Chief Howe and 
Deputy Chief Chronopoulos for the Police; the departments attended the joint meeting to discuss 
the highlighted changes to their Department budgets.    
After the budget discussions the Board reviewed the new request for additional funds to the Snow 
and Ice Removal Budget, upon review the Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, 
second by Selectman Jackson and the Finance Committee voted 3-0-0 on a motion by Member 
Morin, second by Member Hammer; In accordance with Chapter 44, section 31D, Massachusetts 
General Laws we the Board of Selectmen, do hereby authorize the Town Accountant to issue 
warrants and the Town Treasurer to pay such warrants in excess of funds for snow and ice removal, 
such warrants not to exceed $75,000.00.  Expenditures made under this authority shall be certified 
to the Board of Assessors and included in the next annual tax rate.   
 
Selectman Curseaden left the meeting for personal reasons. 
 

7. Old Business 
A. Government Study Committee – Update 

The Chairman of the committee gave an update as to where the Committee is at this time and what 
they hope to achieve at future meetings.  The Chair gave an update as to where the Government 
Study Committee is heading.  They have had two meetings and are working on a short term goal for 
the Time Meeting this May, and will continue to work on the long term goals for next year’s town 
meeting.  The topics highlighted are the elected vs the appointed positions, the timing of Town 
Meeting vs the Elections, currently the Town Meeting is set by Town-by-law whereas the election is 
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historically held on the second Tuesday of May.  The Committee will be meeting next on February 
20th. 

B. Town Buildings Master Plan – Update  
A matrix which has been placed together as a result of the planning discussions with the 
departments is enclosed.   The Administrators would like to review the matrix with the Board before 
the consultant moves into the next phase of the planning.  If the Board is agreeable the 
Administrators would then meet with the Historical Commission and the Community Preservation 
Commission to provide this information in advance of a larger meeting for comment on a draft plan.   

C. Street Acceptance/Road Repair – Update/Continue Discussion 
On January 24th and 27th letters were mailed out to developers with incomplete subdivisions having 
bond money, passbook agreements, or tri-party agreements.  There were ten different developments 
which fell into this category.  Of the 10 developments, 7 have contacted the Town and either 
verbally or in writing indicated their agreement to release the money.  A number of developers have 
asked if the Town would release the developer of all claims regarding the subdivision.  According to 
Town counsel, this release would be under the authority of the Planning Board.  The information 
will be provided to the Planning Board for their February 20th meeting.  If the Planning board is in 
support of releasing the developers of all claims, the Administration and Financial Offices will 
pursue the possibility of using the funding to review the subdivision plans, for the purpose of 
bringing the streets forward for street acceptance.    
The Assistant Town Administrator attached the list of all streets, showing the cost to 
repair/maintain the street to/in a “good” condition. The spreadsheet included a factor for drainage 
and escalated cost using an escalated cost estimate. This is the best case scenario with a total of $2 
million for road repair/maintenance. In addition the Assistant included a copy of the Capital Project 
Item Request for road repairs, which has been submitted to the Capital Asset Management 
Committee. This is a $2 million request, with approximately $350,000 anticipated to be funded 
through the State’s Chapter 90 Transportation Fund, which will be reviewed as the Committee 
considers the FY15 budget.Finally attached was a chart showing the difference between the Town’s 
available funding, which is available only through Chapter 90, and the required amount of $2 
million for properly maintaining all roads over a useful life of 20 years. Please note that when roads 
are not maintained with adequate funding today, or in the future, the cost to maintain or repair the 
road in the future is likely to increase.  
Options for funding Road Repair and/or Maintenance difference in cost: 
1. An annual Capital Exclusion of $1.65 million/year; 
2. Through the Town’s existing operational budget for a $1.65 million appropriation (with 
cuts/reductions in an equal amount); 
3. A “targeted” one-time investment funded by either debt exclusion, cuts/reductions from 
operating or available funds such as (free cash, stabilization, capital asset stabilization, etc.); 
4. A targeted investment by replacing debt as the obligations are paid off with new debt to cover 
that specific amount; 
5. A state infrastructure grant, however these are limited and often tied to economic 
development; and 
6. A betterment by-law whereby property owners would pay a proportionate amount for the 
improvements. Please note that betterment projects could be reduced by the above mentioned other 
funding options. 
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Nearly all of the aforementioned items are items which should be considered in conjunction with 
the Capital Asset Management Committee. 

D. Tyngsborough Housing Authority – Transportation (Status Update) 
On Thursday, February 6th a meeting was held between the Tyngsborough Housing Authority 
(Chairman Rick Deleo, Jr., and Melinda Theide, THA Director), the Council on Aging Director, 
Barbara Roche and the Assistant Town Administrator, Nina Nazarian, to discuss the needs 
originally brought to the attention of the Board at its December 16th meeting.  The group had a 
productive conversation regarding the expressed transportation needs of the Housing Authority 
residents.  Mr. DeLeo expressed that he had provided the Housing Authority residents the 
correspondence from Mr. Kevin O’Connor regarding an additional bus service and that he 
understood the costly implication.  The group concluded to work collectively to present existing 
transportation options to the Housing Authority residents.  Although the transportation options are 
presented in the Council on Aging (CoA) newsletter, the information has also been compiled into a 
spreadsheet for a visual matrix showing options.  In addition, the group created a list of action 
items to see if expansion of the existing transportation was possible; for example, earlier pick-ups if 
available and coordinated in advance.  Finally, Ms. Roche is working on identifying alternative 
transportation options (non-profits, etc.) to provide a comprehensive list of alternatives, when the 
CoA bus or the Road Runner is not available. 

E. Legislative Priorities – Discuss  
The Administrator penned a letter to the Senator and State Representative detailing the Town’s 
updated list of priorities: 1) School Building Authority Grant, the Town received a grant from the 
MSBA in 2008 to assist in the cost of replacing the roof at the former Lakeview School.  The 
Tyngsborough School Committee was required to modify the use of the Lakeview School beginning 
with the school year 2010-1011 due to budget constraints.  Beginning with the school year 2011-
2012, the School Committee entered into a three year lease with the Merrimack Special Education 
Collaborative for MSEC to utilize most of the Lakeview School.  There is an unexpended balance of 
$274,814 in SBA funds in an account held by the Town.  The Town has forwarded a letter and 
responded to inquiries by MSBA, however a favorable determination by MSBA to allow the funding 
to be used to offset debt payments associated with the project would greatly benefit the Town.   We 
respectfully request your assistance in convening a meeting amongst all parties in the near future 
so that the Town may finalize long-term financial plans.  The resolution of this matter will allow all 
parties to turn their attention to the Town’s proposed renovation project at the Tyngsborough 
Middles School, which will require MSBA funding; 2)Public Works Funding, to properly maintain its 
roads and associated public works infrastructure, once accepted, the Town will need to expend 
approximately $2 million per year.  For Fiscal Year 2014, the Town’s Chapter 90 Apportionment is 
$374,763.  Additionally, intermittent critical public works needs arise.  The establishment of state 
aid for these projects would greatly assist the Town; 3) Education Funding, Tyngsborough has a 
Public School department, hosts a Regional Vocational Technical School, a Charter School, and a 
private school.  The Board requests state aid to mitigate the impacts of the four educational 
organizations upon our community, including cost of transportation of students to schools that are 
not run by the Tyngsborough Public Schools.  We also ask that continued attention be paid to the 
state education formula to ensure Tyngsborough receives an equitable share of funding to support 
school operations.   On a related note regarding the issue of Regional-Technical School funding, the 
Board requests the funding formula and state aid be evaluate to ensure equitable impacts upon all 

                                                                       
 



 
TOWN OF TYNGSBOROUGH 

Office of the Board of Selectmen 
Town Offices 

25 Bryants Lane 
Tyngsborough, MA 01879 

Tel: (978) 649-2300 Ext. 100 | Fax: (978) 649-2320 
 
member communities.  Other items of financial or legislative importance are: 1) Police Career 
Incentive Program, 2) Water/Sewer Infrastructure upgrade; and 3) Veteran Services.  Other issues 
MassDoT, 1) Traffic on Middlesex Road; 2) 11 Indian Lane; 3) Traffic at Chronopoulos Way and 
Frost Road.  Unfunded Mandates; 1) English Language Learners requirements; 2) Prevailing Wages 
for public construction; 3) School Lunch Costs; 4) Chapter 149 Building Construction procurement 
thresholds; 5) Impact Fees; 6) Sharps disposal; 7) Gas Tax on municipal vehicles; 8) removal of the 
checkout requirements would save approximately one third of poll worker costs; and 9)Funding for 
police training.  After some discussions the Chair has recommended that item (#2 - 11 Indian Lane) 
be moved to #4 on the Legislative Priorities’ main letter.   

 
8. Citizen/Business Time – No one came forward this evening. 

Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address the 
Selectmen during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not contacted the 
Office of the Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on matters of interest to the 
public for not more than five (5) minutes. 

 
9. Correspondence 

A list of correspondence will be included with approved meeting minutes per the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Open Meeting Law.  Copies of correspondence may be requested from the Office of the 
Board of Selectmen. 

The Board voted 5-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Jackson, to approve 
and waive the reading of the correspondence. 
 

10. Review of Weekly Warrants 
The Town Administrator read the following weekly warrants: Warrant #32B for $334,560.11 on 
2/3/2014; Warrant #32S for $460,825.48 on 2/3/2014; Warrant #33B for $731,730.29 on 
2/10/2014; Warrant #33S for $143,747.25 on 2/10/2014; and Warrant #33P for $835,693.42 on 
2/10/2014. 
 

11. Town Administrator’s Report 
• Response to Selectmen’s Requests  
• Budget Status 

Attached is the Annual and Special Town Meeting schedule which was approved by the Board and 
distributed to all Boards Committees, and Departments; and the Capital Project Items which were 
or will be provided to the Capital Asset Management Committee for the Selectmen’s department. 

• Departmental Information 
Attached is the appointment letter for Ms. Naomi Needle for the position of Circulation Assistant in 
the Public Library; and the proposal by the Historical Commission of proposed planting at the Old 
Town Hall by the Tyngsborough Garden Club (materials to be purchased by the Town).  

• Contracting/Procurement 
• Other 

Attached are copies of nearly all potential requests for the use of the Old Town Hall.  We have been 
receiving inquiries and sending a copy of the Old Town Hall use Policy in its current working form 
to all individuals/groups inquiring for the use of the Hall.  Please note that some of the requests are 
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for more than a one night event; a copy of the portion of the Final Green Communities Grant 
Report; and a copy of correspondence to all Boards, Commissions, and Committees regarding the 
certification form when missing one hearing.  The Senior Tax Work-Off Program Applicants received 
numbered 31 and there are 13 positions available.  The Assistant Town Administrator along with 
the various Department Heads will interview the first time applicants.   
 

12. Selectmen’s Reports 
Selectman Lambert compliments the Highway Department for keeping our streets safe and wish all 
a Happy Valentine’s Day, Selectman Puleo announced the hearing for the Flint’s Intersection 
(Westford/Dunstable Roads, will be Monday February 24th.   
  

13. Executive Session – No Session this evening. 
A. Exemption Three – To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining and 

litigation because an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining 
and litigation position of the Board, and the Chair so declares –Clerical Union; Mid-
Managers Union; Police Union; 

B. Exemption Six – To consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property 
if the chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 
negotiating position of the public body; 

 
14. Adjournment 

The Board voted 4-0-0 on a motion by Selectman Reault, second by Selectman Lambert to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:50PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Therese Gay       Approved on: Monday, February 24, 2014 
Admin Assistant 

                                                                       
 



 Correspondence - Monday February 10, 2014

           Date                        Author                          Subject      In Packet?

2/7/2014 Governor Community Innovation Challenge Grants 2/10/2014
1/24/2014 NMCOG MASS DoT Safety Program 2/10/2014
1/30/2014 NRPC Exit 36 Project Update 2/10/2014
2/4/2014 MMA MMA Spring Legislative Breakfast 2/10/2014
2/4/2014 NMSC January Meeting Follow-up 2/10/2014
2/4/2014 NILP 2014 Legislative Invite 2/10/2014
2/3/2014 Planning Board Feb 6 Meeting Notice 2/10/2014
2/5/2014 Lowell Sun News Conviction Overturn Sideri Case 2/10/2014
2/3/2014 Town Counsel Monthly Report 2/10/2014

1/31/2014 Verizon Annual Complaint Filing 2/10/2014
1/30/2014 Fios TV Notice 2/10/2014
1/29/2014 Xfinity Form 500 Notice 2/10/2014
1/31/2014 Generic Letter Prophet 2/10/2014
2/7/2014 Conservation Commission Meeting Notice 2/10/2014
2/6/2014 Town Administrator Hearing Information 2/10/2014
2/3/2014 COA News Letter 2/10/2014
2/7/2014 GLTHS Meeting Notice 2/10/2014

1/27/2014 Employee Notice 2/10/2014
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Notice 
Monday, February 10, 2014 at 6:00 P.M.   

Community Room, Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
The listing of matters are those reasonable anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the 
meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed, and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law.  
 

1. 6:00 PM  Open Meeting/Pledge of Allegiance/Board Introduction/Read Agenda 
 

2. Meeting Minutes  
A. Regular Session Meeting Minutes for Review/Approval 

1. Monday, January 27, 2014 
B. Executive Session Meeting Minutes for Review / Approval / Not Release 

1. Monday, January 27, 2014 
 

3. 6:10 PM Three Middlesex Tyngsboro, DBA Dream Diner – Weekday  
Entertainment License Hearing 

 
4. Citizen/Business Time  
Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address the 
Selectmen during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not contacted the 
Office of the Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on matters of interest to the 
public for not more than five (5) minutes. 

 
5. New Business 

A. Right of First Refusal - 81 Westford Road, Map 21, Parcel 4, Lot 0 (M.G.L. Chapter 
61B) 

B. School Committee – Review/Approve Massachusetts School Building Authority 
Statements of Intent 

 
6. 7:00 PM Joint Budget Hearing #1 (with Finance Committee) 

(Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator, Police Department, Fire 
Department, Highway Department, and Tree Warden) 

 
7. Old Business 

A. Government Study Committee – Update 
B. Town Buildings Master Plan – Update  
C. Street Acceptance/Road Repair – Update/Continue Discussion 
D. Tyngsborough Housing Authority – Transportation (Status Update) 
E. Legislative Priorities – Discuss  

 
8. Citizen/Business Time  
Citizens or business owners may contact the Office of the Selectmen to request to address the 
Selectmen during citizen/business time.  Citizens or business owners who have not contacted the 
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Office of the Selectmen in advance may address the Board of Selectmen on matters of interest to the 
public for not more than five (5) minutes. 

 
9. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence will be included with approved meeting minutes per the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Open Meeting Law.  Copies of correspondence may be requested from the Office of the 
Board of Selectmen. 

 
10. Review of Weekly Warrants 

 
11. Town Administrator’s Report 

• Response to Selectmen’s Requests 
• Budget 
• Departmental Information 
• Contracting/Procurement 
• Other 

 
12. Selectmen’s Reports 
 
13. Executive Session 

A. Exemption Three – To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining and 
litigation because an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining 
and litigation position of the Board, and the Chair so declares –Clerical Union; Mid-
Managers Union; Police Union 
 

B. Exemption Six – To consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property 
if the chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 
negotiating position of the public body 

 
14. Adjournment 

 
Future Meetings 
Thursday, February 13, 2014 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane (FY 2015  

Budget) 
Town Offices Closed Monday, February 17, 2014 Due to President’s Day Holiday 
Monday, February 24, 2014 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
Monday, March 10, 2014 at Tyngsborough Town Offices, 25 Bryants Lane 
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