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Office of the Selectmen
25 Bryant Lane

Tyngsborough, MA 01879
Tel: 978 649-2300 Ext. 100  Fax: 978 649-2320

Board of Selectmen Meeting
Minutes

Monday March 8, 2010 6:00 P.M. Town Offices
Members present: Selectwoman Elizabeth Coughlin, Selectwoman Karyn Puleo, Selectwoman
Ashley O’Neill, Selectman Robert Jackson, Selectman Rich Lemoine.
Staff Present: Town Administrator Norman Thidemann, and Admin Assist. Therese Gay

1. 5:40 P.M. Executive Session (TA Contract)
The Board of Selectmen voted on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman
Jackson to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel and at the conclusion of the
Executive Session to return to open session. Roll Call Vote: Selectwoman Elizabeth Coughlin,
yes; Selectwoman Karyn Puleo, yes; Selectwoman Ashley O’Neill, yes; Selectman Robert
Jackson, yes; Selectman Rich Lemoine, yes. The Board entered into Executive Session at 5:40
P.M.

The Board discussed the Town Administrator’s contract after discussion the Board agreed to
the contracts salary of $113,000.00 and start date of April 5, 2010. The Board voted
Unanimously on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman Jackson to move the
Board of Selectmen accept the final version of the contract on condition the parties agree upon
the approval of the Board and the Town Administrator to agree to a start date.

The Board of Selectmen voted on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman
Jackson to exit Executive Session and to return to open open session. Roll Call Vote:
Selectwoman Elizabeth Coughlin, yes; Selectwoman Karyn Puleo, yes; Selectwoman Ashley
O’Neill, yes; Selectman Robert Jackson, yes; Selectman Rich Lemoine, yes. The Board exited
Executive Session at 6:20 P.M.

The Board entered into open session. The Board introduced themselves, and welcome the
public. The Clerk read this evening’s agenda.

2. 6:00 P.M. Appointment — Police Department
The Chief recommended Reservist Robert Cote for appointment as a patrolman to the
Tyngsborough Police Department. The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectwoman
Coughlin, second by Selectwoman Puleo to appoint Robert Cote as a Police Officer.

3. 6:20 P.M. Discussion and Review Information — Thirsty’s Pub, 25 Parham Road
The Board has invited the Police Chief, Conservation Director and the Building Commissioner
in this evening to discuss the numerous complaints about Thirsty’s from the immediate
neighbors. The Board has Town Counsel present set the protocol for this meeting. Town
Counsel set the ground work for how this hearing will proceed. The Board will hear testimony
from the Police Chief, Building Commissioner and the Conservation Agent followed by the



neighbor’s attorney is present and the attorney for the licensee. Everyone must state the
specific dates and times of the alleged violations, no conclusions only facts and everyone is to
be recognized by the Chair. There will be no decisions this evening, this evening is for
discussion only and will render a decision at a later date after review.

The Police Chief asked Officer Kulisich to speak with the neighbors and to compile their
complaints, the complaints consisted of Thirsty’s patrons parking along their driveways, the
music being too loud, and the noise and smoking by the patrons on exiting the club. The
Chief did meet with the owners and their attorneys to discuss the issues. The licensee needs
to work on the sound, parking, smoking away from residents, hire a Police Detail on Friday
and Saturday, noise, music from the jukebox and DJ is turned up and is too loud, and
patrons’ loud voices on exiting the club. Licensee Attorney informed that there have been no
fights, or alcohol related issues, does the responding officer make the determination? The
parking on a public street is legal.

Conservation Commission Agent has no issues the pub only issues is with the lot across the
street. I cannot be use with the proper permits from the Conservation Commission and the
Planning Board. The Owners were asked to stabilize and that was not done, the parking and
gravel were started. A violation occurred and a compliance order was issued. There is no
access to that lot at this time.

Building Commissioner verified that the owners do have a permit to renovate and all is order.
Since he has received numerous complaints on parking and noise, the compliance on parking
is in effect and has done noise test. There were different levels whenever the door opened and
closed. Four different locations were tested. The occupancy is 55 and the establishment is in
a B1 zone and so is the parking across the street. A temporary CO was issued on 11/24/09
and the full CO was issued on 12/24/09. There were no life/safety issues.

The neighbors do have legal representation and their attorney has submitted a letter to the
Board outlining the neighbors’ issue. A neighbor came forward but he felt as did other
neighbors present to speak that they were not aware of the venue for tonight’s proceedings.
Town Counsel read Attorney Deschenes’ letter. Some of the neighbors did come forward and
asked if the Selectmen could suspend their license until after the review. Town Counsel spoke
to the procedure of a hearing and that the Board can only address the public nuisance and the
private nuisances would need to be address by the neighbors. The neighbors reiterated the
sound proofing issue, the missed meetings with the neighbors, the capacity issue and the
heavy traffic. One other issue was the empty lot has become a pool during the rain storms.
One neighbor has had threatening comments since the newspaper article appeared.

Attorney Nicosia, spoke for his clients Tram and Thein Dang. Also present was Ken Lanier of
KLMC Civil Engineering firm. The Attorney spoke of the fact that the Liquor and
Entertainment licenses are the only issue the Board needs to address. He will speak to zoning
as Attorney Deschesne did speak to it. Town Counsel did remind counsel to stick to the facts.
Attorney Nicosia outlined the remediation taken by the owners. 1) Police detail was hired for
Friday and Saturday 9:30 PM to 1:30 AM, 2) An Engineer is addressing the parking, a
consultant to investigate and solve the sound issue. In developing the lot for parking a plan
will be in place for sound proofing fencing, 3) noise identified most effective sound proofing,
some windows will be removed and new windows will be installed on the side of the building.
And fliers will be provided to patrons reminding them to be mindful of residents. The time line
for rehabbing the building will be 3to4 weeks. A follow up letter will be provided to the Board
in a week.



The Board thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and for their input. Any
correspondence will be sent to the all parties.

4. Citizen/Business Time
No one came forward this evening.

5. Other Business
A. Strategic Financial Planning Committee Change in Charter/Citizen-at-Large
The Board after review and discussion voted unanimously on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo,
second by Selectwoman O’Neill to amend the Strategic Financial Planning Committee Change
in Charter to reflect the change of 2 citizens at large.

B. Accept Resignation — Conservation Commission
The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectwoman O’Neill, second by Selectwoman
Puleo to accept the resignation of Christine Fox from the Conservation Commission.

C. Review Proposal — Media Storage Renovation
The Board reviewed the proposed renovation of the Community Room Kitchenette/Media Store
Area. The renovation would remove the sink and bottom cabinet and replace it with shelving
for storage of the media equipment. The Board voted 4-1-0 on a motion by Selectwoman
Puleo, second by Selectwoman O’Neill to accept the proposal pending approval from the Board
of Library Trustees.

6. Correspondence
The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectwoman O’Neill, second by Selectwoman
Puleo, to accept this evening’s correspondence as presented.

Selectman Jackson mentioned that the flood plain maps have been redrawn for Tyngsborough
and are available in the Planning Board Office. Selectman Jackson encourages homeowners to
come and view the maps and to seek flood insurance if necessary.

7. Selectmen’s Notes
Selectwoman Coughlin thanked the many residents who attended the Special Town Meeting.
Selectwoman O’Neill reminded everyone that on April 2nd at 9:00 AM the Representative from
the Chamber of Commerce will be at the town hall for any business owners having questions.
Selectman Jackson and Selectwoman Puleo spoke to the budgeting process and would like set
a couple of dates that works for everyone.

8. Town Administrator’s Notes
No Town Administrator’s notes this evening.

9. Adjournment
The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectwoman Puleo, second by Selectman
Jackson to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 9:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by

Therese Gay,
Admin Assistant Approved on




